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GUIDELINES FOR RECOMBINANT DNA RESEARCH

Guidelines of the National Institutes of Health (NIH)

Recombinant DNA is a technique that allows deoxyribonucleic acid
(DNA) from different organisms to be joined together in the test tube
and subsequently propagated in a living cell.

Participants at a Gordon Conference on Nucleic Acids in July 1973
sent a letter to the U.S. National Academy of Sciences (NAS) asking the
academy to establish a study committee to consider the problems posed
by recombinant DNA research and to recommend specific actions or
guidelines. This letter appeared in Science in July 1973.a

The NAS formed a Committee on Recombinant DNA Molecules that
issued a report that was published in several journals in 1974.2 The re-
port requested that:

1.  certain experiments be voluntarily deferred;

2.  plans to construct recombinants with animal DNAs be carefully
weighed;

3.  the Director, NIH, establish a committee (now the Recombinant
DNA Advisory Committee to:

a. oversee a program to evaluate hypothetical risks,
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